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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Pursuant to the duty imposed by 37 C.F.R. §1.56 to disclose information which may be 
material to patentability of the above-identified patent application, the Examiner's attention is 
directed to the documents listed on the enclosed Information Disclosure Citation Form. Copies of 
the documents listed thereon are not required to be provided, since they were cited by or submitted 
to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office in the parent application (i.e., U.S. Patent Application Serial 
No. 08/923,477) of the subject application. Applicants request that these documents be listed on the 
face of any patent granted on the subject application. 



Since this Information Disclosure Statement is being filed in compliance with 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.97(b), within three (3) months of the filing date of the above-identified application and/or prior 
to the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits, no fee is required in connection with its 
filing. However, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of any fees required for 
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the above-identified application or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 05-0460. 

The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an admission that any such 
document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present application. Applicants do not waive 
any right to take any action that would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove any listed 
document as a competent reference against the claims of the present application. 



EPSTEIN, EDELL & RETZER 
1901 Research Boulevard, Suite 400 
Rockville, Maryland 20850-3164 
(301)424-3640 

Hand-delivered: March 2. 2000 



Respectfully submitted, 




Stuart B. Shapiro 
Registration No. 40,169 
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